ENCE 


res of 


1modious, 
rronnded 
Necessary 


been the 
a Wealthy 


LES, 
., Phila. 


Ni 


——___ 


[ENT 


THE 


M#DICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 





WHOLE SERIES, ») py 
NO. 176, 


} PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 3, 1860. 


ss SNEW__ SERIES 
(VOL. III. NO. 23 











~ ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 
Communivations. 


Case of Hematuria. 
By E. T. Buackwe tt, M. D. 
of Stephensburg, N. J. 

Mrs. ——, a robust, healthy looking lady, 
apparently about thirty-six years of age, du- 
ting the last three or four years has com- 
plained of irritation at the neck of the bladder ; 
and for the year immediately past, has had a 
continued pain in the region of the kidneys, 
vhilss the urine has presented a brick-dust 
sediment. For the irritation, she has long 
taken bicarbonate of soda, morphia, and spirit 
of nitric ether, with decided advantage. Du- 
ring the last year I have seen little of her; 
and, infer that the remedies have been neg- 
lected. Latterly, however, I prescribed uva 
wsi, bicarbonate of soda and morphia ;—the 
dd remedy not giving its accustomed relief. 
She also wore upon the back the plaster of 
ammoniac with mercury. Her ailment did 
not drive her from her domestic avocations 
util the evening of February 1st, when I 
was hastily summoned. I found her in a 
severe rigor, apparently in extremities of pain, 
her bladder making expulsive efforts, in the 
last degree violent and continued. Beside 
her a utensil contained quite half a pint of 
coagulated, florid blood. Prescribing very 
full doses of gallic acid and sulphate of mor- 
phia, with fomentations of cold vinegar to the 
pubic region, I awaited results. The symp- 
‘oms were as before—violent, continued and 
painful. The bearing down efforts resembled 
the expulsive throes of severe labor. Upon 
pplication to the region of the bladder, that 
organ was found to be enormously distended. 
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The accumulation within it having been re- 
duced by the catheter, the pain and straining 
immediately ceased, and the anodynes previ- 
ously administered, speedily brought “ Tired 
nature’s sweet restorer.” But the haemor- 
rhage did not cease. During the remainder 
of the night, and the day following, it was 
necessary, repeatedly to empty the bladder 
artificially. Finding the remedies entirely 
fail, on the morning of Feb 3d, I ordered the 
bladder to be injected with weak solution of 
alum, at first tepid, afterward entirely cold. 
The effect was happy and rapid. The dis- 
charge ceased at once, and did not return; 
and convalescence was speedily established. 
I am the more interested to communicate the 
failure of gallic acid in this case, from the fact 
that I have used it with prompt and complete 
success, in one case of heematemesis from can- 
cer of the pylorus, and in some cases of pul- 
monary hamoptysis. 


Belladonna in Suppressing the Lacteal 
Secretion. 


By Jos C. Marrinpatz, M. D., 


Of Montgomery Co., Pa. 


A few weeks since you published an article 
from Dr. Wilson, of Clearfield, Pa., reporting 
favorably of “belladonna in suppressing the 
lacteal secretion.” In confirmation of that 
case I report the following: Mrs. A., gged 
about 30 years, the mother of three children, 
the youngest of whom is nine months old, has 
been much troubled with mammary abscesses 
since the birth of the last child. After going 
through the disagreeable process of poulticing, 
lancing, ete., two different times, the gland 
again became painful, when I saw her and. 
found the right breast much swollen and in~ 
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fiamed, with a hard lump the size of a hen’s 
egg, which was very painful upon the slightest 
pressure. She had considerable fever with a 
full, strong pulse of- 100 per minute. Three 
comp. cath. pills were ordered, and the follow- 
ing solution: 
k. Ext. belladonna, 3}. 
Aq. fluvialis, f. $j. M. 

S. To be applied by means of a camels-hair 
pencil every five hours. 

The breast was supported by strips of adhe- 


sive plaster. No other application than the | 


above was made, and in eight days the swel- 
ling and pain were all gone, and the secretion 
entirely suppressed. The other breast still 
affords sufficient nourishment for the child. 

Tinct. of camphor, tinct. of opium, Xc., had 
failed in the above case. I think the remedy 
well worth a trial. I have since applied the 
remedy in two cases with the same results as 
above, 


4e@er 


Medicul Societies. 


NORTHERN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Discussion on ScARLATINA. 
Dr. Gepuarp made the following remarks: 





Previous to the middle of the 16th century, scar- 
latina was more or less confounded with measles, 
since which time it has been considered as an entirely 
distinct disease. Scarlatina has been divided by 
writers into three distinct varieties, but I think, 
facts clearly prove that they are produced by the 
same contagion, and are nothing more than the same 
disease in different degrees of violence, as they oc- 
cur in different individuals in the same family at the 
same time, probably the age of the patient, the state 
of the system, the strength of the constitution and 
the increased pre-disposition to the disease from 
some peculiarity of such constitution, together with 
& more concentrated contagious influence to which 
the patient my be exposed, may all have a tendency 
to increase the violence of the attack. 

It has frequently fallen to my lot, to observe such 
a diversity in the degrees of violence in cases I 
have been called upon to attend in families, where 
a number of children have been affected at the same 
time, some in the mildest possible form, while others 
were attacked with the most violent form of anginose 
disease, all being apparently exposed to the same 
contagious influence. 

Scarlatina, ,it is well known by those conver- 
sant with the disease, is generally attended with a 


| very frequent pulse ranging from 120 to 150 beats 
| per minute, much more frequent than is usually met 

with in any other disease; also with an unusually 
| hot and dry skin, inflamed fauces and other symp- 
|toms indicating an extreme action of the whole 
| sanguiferous system. My attention has been dj. 
| rected to this fact for several years past, feeling that 
if by any means, the vis-a-tergo could be arrested iy 
the early part of the disease, the danger attendant 
upon its symptoms would be very materially lessen. 
ed, and the sequelz consequent upon the disease 


if 1.ft uncontrolled by remedies, will necessarily, 
without much delay, concentrate itself upon some 
organ or part of the body which is rendered most 
susceptible by the nature of the disease to be acted 
upon; the throat and the brain particularly, are 
most susceptible of such concentrations. In order 
| to subdue such a state of system, I have- for many 
| years, when the system would admit of it, employel 
| early antiphlogistic remedies. I will briefly allude 
to the treatment of two or three cases. 

In 1852, on the 24th of December, I was called 
to visit a little girl nine years of age, who was at- 
tacked on the day previous with a chill, succeeded 
by a high fever. The pulse being full, frequent and 
tense, I ordered a brisk mercurial cathartic; on the 
25th, the eruption appeared, the fever still high and 
the patient delirious, I ordered four ounces of blood 
to be drawn; on the 26th, the fever had much aba- 
ted without delirium, refrigerants were also employ. 
ed at the same time. I attributed the absence of 
sore throat, in this instance, to the early use of 
blood letting, as it is very unusual for such a vio- 
lent attack to terminate without the supervention of 
an ulcerated sore throat. 

On the 26th of December, 1852, I was called to 
see @ case very similar to the one just mentioned, 
about nine years of age, commencing with chill, 
vomiting, high fever, delirium and an active pulse, 
| I ordered six ounces of blood from the arm; the 
fever and derilium soon subsided ; during the fol- 
lowing night the bandage slipped off the arm, and 
from the description given to me, at least six ounces 
more must have been lost. The next morning I found 
his skin cool, pulse less frequent and mind perfectly 
calm and composed ; no sore throat followed. Inthe 
preceding March, I hada similar case, treated simi- 
larly with similar results, no anginose symptoms 0 
curring. 

In conversation with my friend, Dr. Joseph Par 
rish, several years previous to his death, he met 
tioned some cases of scarlatina which had come U!- 
der his notice, in which from the commencement 
the patient was as it were in articulo mortis, or © 
seriously affected as to be incapable of relief 
from any remedies. Ihave witnessed several cast 
| of a similar kind, one particularly about 15 yei* 
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ago, which I distinctly recollect, in which the child 
died in 12 hours from the attack, being comatose 
from the very commencement, accompanied with 
involuntary discharges from the bowels as soon as 
taken. If now’called upon in such a case, I think, 


[should bleed instantly, in confirmation of this opin- | 
On the 5th of March, 1852, | 


ion, I will state a case. 
I was sent for in the case of a child, aged 6 years, 
of B. L., a merchant in this city. The attack was 
ushered in by a chill and vomiting, succeeded by 


» fever and delirium, the eruption appeared simulta- 


neously with the attack, he was bled six ounces and 
a mercurial cathartic administered ; after the bleed- 
ing, the skin became cooler, pulse less frequent, and 
the delirium subsided, and the throat but slightly 
affected, After this the disease entirely disappeared 
and the system was left in a state of convalescence, 
requiring no more medical aid. The patient having 
acraving appetite, was, contrary to directions allow- 
ed to indulge freely in all kinds of undigestible food, 
from which he became indispsosed, and I was sent 
for. I found him feverish and ordered a purgative, 
during the operation of which he became perfectly 
comatose, from which it was impossible to arouse 
him, his pulse being full, but not frequent, I or- 
dered him bled ; the blood to be taken while in an 
erect position, that he might be relieved by taking 
the smallest quantity of blood possible. To effect 
the desired object, 1 allowed the blood to run until 
he was aroused from his lethargy, watching intently 
atthe same time if his pulse would bear it, 14 
ounces of blood was taken before he became con- 
scious. Soon after convulsions came on, and I open- 
el the vein and took six ocuces more, after which 
the convulsions subsided, and no untoward symp- 
toms intervened to prevent a rapid recovery. Not- 
withstanding the large quantity of blood that was 
taken in so short a time, from so young a child, the 
debility that supervened was no greater than what 
we meet with in ordinary cases, where no blood 
whatever is taken. I have related this case, to show 
how large a quantity of blood may be taken with 
safety in a case of coma, although it may not occur 
early in the disease. The above cases show the advan- 
tage arising from blood letting, in scarlatina, by 
lessening the extreme action in the system. Still in 
many cases such treatment is inadmissible, as the 
state of the system will not allow of its employment 
with safety, except in particular cases. I have, 
therefore, of late years, resorted to a remedy which 
is applicable to all cases, whether mild or aggrava- 
tedin their character, and such as is calculated to 
arrest the vis-a-tergo, by reducing the arterial action 
toa healthy standard, without the loss of blood, or 
the use of any depleting remedy, in exemplification 
of which, I will relate several cases. On the 30th 
of November, 1855, I was sent for to visit a child, 
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| four years of age. I found her with a high fever, 
| hot and dry skin, a very frequent pulse and tongue 
| thickly coated; ordered a mercurial cathartic; on 
| the 2d day an eruption appeared on the skin of a 
scarlet hue, followed next day by inflamed fauces 
and swelled tonsils, such as we meet with in scarla- 
| tina anginosu; the pulse was now 130 per minute. 
| I prescribed Di of leaves of the best Digitalis, to 
| which was added 20 tea-spoonsful of boiling water, 
| and when cold one tea-spoonful to be given every 
| hour, to be continued as long as the skin remains 
| hot and dry. In 24 hours the pulse was considerably 
| reduced in frequency. Ordered }i more of the Digi- 
| talis, to be continued in the same manner. After 
| having taken 30 grains, the pulse was reduced to its 
natural standard, the inflammation and swelling of 
the tonsils subsided without any external or inter- 
nal application being made to the parts affected, 
and the patient became convalescent on the 5th day, 
and required no further medical attendance in the 
case. 

On the 7th of December, 1855, I was called to see 
a girl, of 6 years of age, with scarlatina angi- 
nosa—pulse very frequent, skin hot and dry, accom- 
panied with inflamed and enlarged tonsils. I 
ordered 40 grs. of digitalis in 40 teaspoonsful of 
hot water, and when cool, to take 1 teaspoonful 
every hour, to be continued until the entire abate- 
ment of all the symptoms; after taking the 40 grs. 
of the infusion, the pulse was reduced to its natural 
standard, and the inflammation of the fauces and 
enlargement of the tonsils so much relieved, as to 
require no applications whatever to the parts af- 


| fected, and on the fifth day the patient became con- 


valescent. 


A little girl of Mrs. R., aged 10 years, was taken 
on the 21st of February, 1856, with all the usual 
symptoms of scarlet fever—pulse 130 per minute, 
skin hot and dry, throat inflamed, and tonsils 
enlarged and ulcerated, the eruption appeared on 
the second day of the disease. Ordered 40 grs. of 
infusion of digitalis, prepared as in the other cases, 
1 teaspoonful of the infusion was given every hour ; 
at the expiration of 40 hours, all the symptoms were 
relieved, the pulse and skin became natural; no ap- 
plication having been made, either to the throat 
externally, or to the ulcerated tonsils—the digitalis 
being the only remedy used in the case. Conva- 
lescent in 7 days. 

May 26, 1856. A son of H. W., aged 7 years, 
scarlatina Anginosa, with all the symptoms usually 
attendant upon the disease, including enlarged ton- 
sils. Gave, in the usual way, 80 grs. of digitalis in 
infusion, without any other remedy. Convalescent 
in 6 days. 





On the 24th of October, 1856, was called to pre- 
scribe for a hoy, 6 years of age, with scarlatina an- 
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ginosa—puise at least, 130, skin dry and hot, with | scarlatina anginosa, April 1856, tonsils ulcerated 
the usualeruptions. The tonsils were so much en-| Took 30 grs. of digitalis, without any application to 
larged, and the ulceration and accumulation of pus the throat, and recovered, In June, 1856, a grand. 
and mucous so great as to threaten suffocation. The son of A. L. had an attack of scarlatina, took 29 
affection became entirely relieved under the sole use | grs. of digitalis and recovered. Feb. 9, 1856, a 
of the digitalis (without any application to the childof E. Z.S. was taken with scarlatina anginosa, 
throat) after 40 grs. had been taken. On thelst of took 20 grs. and recovered. A son of W. P, W. 
November, a girl, 8 years old, became simi-| aged 5 years, was seized with scarlatina anginosa, 
larly affected, with the exception that the affection with ulcerated tonsils and delirium, gave 60 grs. 
of the throat was not quite so severe, she was en-/of digitalis, and cured without any application 
tirely relieved and cured by the use of 30 grains of to the throat. All the cases as above related, with 
the digitalis. | the exception of the first four or five took the 

Nov. 5, 1856. A daughter of G. L , aged 7 years, | digitalis in a powdered form, in combination with 
scarlatina anginosa, with its usual symptoms. Gave an equal quantity of powdered extract of liquorice, 
30 grs. of digitalis without any other remedy, and and the boiling water poured on the powder instead 
recovered in 7 days. ‘of the leaves, as at first given, so that in the latter 

Dec. 9, 1856. A brother of the above, aged 18 cases, when violent, I frequently ordered the infu. 
months, recovered after the use of 20 grs. of digi-| sion to be stirred up before giving it, by which the 
talis in infusion as above. | patent might take the article in substance in order 

W., son of W. W., aged 12 years, hada violent attack | to make a more rapid and decided impression upon 
of scarlatina anginosa, attended with high fever, | thedisease. I would also here mention that the com- 
delirium, and ulcerated tonsils. Gave 75 grs. of | bination of the digitalis with the liquorice frequently 
the digitalis in 48 hours, which reduced the pulse’ acted moderately upon the bowels, as a mild cathar- 
to its natural standard, without causing any inter- tic, which was not generally objectionable. I am con- 
missions in its beat or pulsations, such was the case, | fident that the purgative effect is altogether attribu- 
with very few exceptions, in all the cases in which | table to the liquorice, as I have frequently found 
the digitalis was administered. Convalesence imme- | the same effect produced when nitrate of potash is 
diately succeeded. |combined with liquorice, and given in small and 

Nov. 80, 1856. A son of J. 8. B., aged 9 years: | divided doses. I will now only add one more case 
scarlatina anginosa attended with high fever, in-| to those already given. On the Sth of October, 
flamed and enlarged tonsils, and furious delirium, | 1858, I was sent for, to visit a case in which I found 
Leeches were applied to the temple and ice to the | a pulse of 130 per minute, a very hot and dry skin, 
head, and gave 60 grs. of digitalis in 86 hours; re- and tonsils ulcerated. The attack was ushered in 
covered without any applications to the throat. | by a chill, attended with vomiting, headache, severe 
On the 5th of December, 1856, a sister, 7 years of | muscular pains in the limbs, and violent delirium. 
age, had an equally violent attack accompanied with Patient was an only daughter, 12 years of age. Icom- 
delirium. Bleeding from the arm, succeeded by | menced giving the digitalis instanter, in doses of 
leeching the temples and ice to the head was resorted |1 gr. every hour, in infusion prepared from the 
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to in this case in consequence of the exceedingly 
high state of system existing at the time, in con- 
junction with which digitalis was also given: patient 
recovered. 

F., son of J. E., Feb. 1, 1857, aged 5 years, was 
violently seized with scarlatina anginosa, the fever 
high, and the dilerium furious. Bleeding was re- 
sorted to to relieve the brain from impending danger, 
followed by leeches to the temples, and ice to the 
head. In conjunction with the above, 45 grs. of digi- 
talis was given in as many hours, and the patient 
recovered. 

G. McA.’s son, aged 2 years, was taken on the 
12th of February, 1857, with scarlatina anginosa, 
40 grs. of digitalis was given, and the patient recov- 
ered. Feb. 25, 1857, A. R. D.’s daughter, aged 7 
years, was taken with scarlatina, pulse very fre- 
quent, and fever high. Gave 20 grs. of digitalis, and 
the recovery rapid. A son of A. L., was taken with 


powdered article, and had it stirred up before giv- 
ing it, so that she took it in substance. She took 
| 60 grs. in 60 consecutive hours, followed by 15 grs. 
in clear infusion, by which means the pulse was 
reduced to 60 strokes per minute in less than three 
days from the first visit, and the patient entirely 
relieved in four days from the attack, every local 
sympto.a disappearing, without any application 
whatever being made to the throat. 


One of the greatest advantages of this remedy is 
that it is applicable to all kinds of cases. I prescribe 
it as often in mild, as in more violent cases, provi- 
ded the state of the system is excited, as indicated 
by the pulse. In such I employ it in order to prevent 
the sequels of the disease, for I contend that the 
sooner the action is reduced to a normal state, the 
more certain we are to prevent the serious conse 
quences emanating from the disease. We meet 
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ter, where, in the incipient stage of the disease, the 
symptoms indicate no danger, but as it progresses 
the danger increases by the development of new 
symptoms, and a fatal termination is the conse- 
quence. In exemplification of such a termination, 
[will state a case. On the 7th of Sep., 1856, I was 
ulled to visit a daughter of T. M., aged about four 
years: she had a very mild attack of scarlatina, ap- 
parently requiring little, if any, medical treatment. 
There was a slight fever, with an increased frequency 
of the pulse, indicating, however, no danger or even 
atendency to it. I therefore, merely gave a simple 
cathartic, and a mild refrigerant to succeed it. In the 
tourse of two or three days, the heat of the skin, 
md the frequency of the pulse gradually increased, 
ad with it a gradual inflammation, enlargement 
snd ulceration of the tonsils. I then commenced 
the use of digitalis, but too late to make any im- 
pression upon the system, as the affection of the 
throat, and the difficulty of deglutition accompany- 
ing it, precluded the possibility of administering a 
sofficient quantity to be of any service—the case 
terminating fatally on the ninth day of the disease, 
being the only fatal termination that I experienced 
since I first commenced the use of digitalis; since 
that, as soon as any symptom indicated that the dis- 
ease was scarlatina, or even a supposition to that 
efect, I commenced the use of digitalis with a 
fvorable result in every instance, as the cases re- 
lated have fully confirmed. In every instance I 
continued its use until the action of the pulse was 
reduced to a normal state, and even below that state 
offrequency, and even, in some instances, producing 
sdecided intermission in its action, notwithstanding 
which, I have in no instance had to regret these 
tects, as the result in every case has not only been 
favorable, but higly satisfactory, always terminating 
in perfect health. 


The effects of this remedy in arresting and cut- 
ting short the violence of this disease, as related in 
the above cases, appears undoubted ; we thereby nip 
itin its bud and prevent the direful effects of the 
‘ymptoms as experienced in this malady, if uncon- 
troled by efficient remedies—getting rid not only of 
the danger, but also of the trouble and annoyance 
incombatting with symptoms, the effect of which need 
lot exist if properly treated in the commencement 
of the disease. 


—_——o—-—— 


It has been found that in very small capil- 
tubes—say of the 1-200th of an inch in 
meter—may be cooled as low as 5 degrees 
fore: freezing. Under the same circum- 
stances water may be heated considerably 
above “——= before boiling. 





PHILADELPHIA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
(Reported by Wm. B. Atkinson, M. D.] 
Wepyespay Evenina, Janvary 11. 


Dr. Coates, President in the chair. 


Subject for Discussion—Tue Use AND ABUSE OF 
BLoopvLeEtTTING. 


Dr. D. Francis Conpie made the following re- 
marks: + 

Of all the means employed by physicians as re- 
medial agents, to few, if any, has there been as- 
signed a more important rank than to bloodletting, 
whether considered in reference to the very serious 
character of the class of diseases to which it has 
been supposed to be adapted, and their frequent 
occurrence ; to its efficiency in the fulfilment of the 
indications generally received as those which call 
for its employment, and to the slight danger there 
is of its inflicting any enduring or permanent in- 
jury upon the constitution of the patient—so long as 
its effects upon the living organism are well under- 
stood, and kept in constant rememberance while the 
propriety of its prescription is under consideration, 
and so long as due precaution is observed in respect 
to the extent to which it is carried in any given 
case; to the stage of the disease at which it is prac- 
tised, and to the frequency with and the intervals 
at which it is repeated. 

It has been admitted by nearly all the leading au- 
thorities in therapeutics, of a no very remote period, 
that blood-letting is the remedy chiefly to be de- 
pended on in the entire class of active inflammations 
of the internal organs—in all the acute exanthe- 
mata—in every case of open synochial fever, in 
many of those classed as synochus, and even in 
cases of a decidedly typhoidal character, when at- 
tended by extreme congestion of the central organs, 
or by unequivocal symptoms of inflammation. The 
introduction of the cooling and depleting treatment 
in febrile diseases generally, which occurred during 
the eighteenth century, was a fact hailed as a most 
beneficial triumph of rational therapeutics; the 
duration of a class of diseases of very frequent oc- 
currence being in consequence shortened, and their 
mortality greatly reduced. 

Large abstractions of blood at the very commence- 
ment of all inflammatory and acute febrile affections 
was, we were formerly taught, the treatment best 
adapted to lead to speedy and complete convales- 
cence. We were warned, in the most impressive 
terms, not to depend for the cure of these diseases 
upon the timid, halfway practice pursued by some, 
of prescribing small bleedings, frequently repeated. 
Such an employment of blood-letting being calcu- 
lated to deprive our patients of all the good that 
might have been afforded them by a timely resort 
to a full bleeding; while, at the same time, it un- 
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necessarily wastes their blood, and reduces their 
Strength ; the disease, in the meanwhile, running 
on uncontrolled, and endangering the occurrence of 
the most serious lesions in the part or parts where 
it is seated. . 

Such were the teachings in respect to the thera- 
peutical use of bloodletting, of all the dominant medi- 
cal authorities of the latter portion of the eighteenth 
and commencement of the nineteenth centuries. 
Since then, however, a very material change has 
taken place in ‘the opinions entertained by the medi- 
cal profession in respect to the remedial powers of 
bloodletting, and the range of cases in which it may 
be beneficially resorted to. By a few of the most 
distinguished practitioners in Great Britain, and on 
the Continent of Europe, it has been doubted even 
whether the abstraction of blood in any disease— 
including the most acute forms of visceral inflam- 
mations, and the entire class of fevers—is, in fact, 
necessary to secure a favorable termination; nay, 
whether the employment of venesection, cupping or 
leeching, does not in every case rather interfere with 
the regular progress of the disease, through a cer- 
tain number and succession of stages, supposed to 
be necessary to conduct it to its natural resolution, 
and to produce other mischievous results, sufficient 
to overbalance, in a very great degree, the apparent 
amelioration of certain troublesome symptoms which 
would, at first sight, appear to be the direct result 
of bloodletting. Louis, Stokes, and several German 
authorities, maintain that bloodletting has litile if 
any control over the progress of the issue of pneu- 
mooia; whilst Dr. Hughes Bennett, and others, in- 
sist that it is positively injurious in this and ail other 
acute inflammations. 

While it must be admitted that this entire dis- 
trust of bloodletting, with its consequent proscrip- 
tion as a remedial agent, is confined to a com- 
paratively small number of well instructed and 
experienced physicians, it at the same time cannot 
be denied that the employment of direct depletion— 
general as well as local—is, at the present day, re- 
stricted to a much smaller number of diseases than 
was the case formerly, and that, even in the few 
where it is still considered as a proper remedy, it is 
employed with the utmost reserve and caution. 

In view of the very great diversity of opinion and 
of practice, in respect to bloodietting, which we find 
to exist between the most enlightened and success- 
ful physicians of former times, and a respectable 
portion of the medical profession of our day, a most 
interesting, and at the same time important ques 
tion presents itself for our investigation—the causes, 
namely, by which this very radical change in medi- 
cal opinion and practice has been brought about 
1t is to us a matter of very serious import to deter- 
mine, if it can be done, whether the former exten- 
sive employment of blocdietting ia the treatment of 





[ VOL. III, No. 23, 


disease, or the present restriction of the remedy to, 
very small class of diseases, is to be considered as 
the practice most consonant with sound therapeu- 
tics—which is best sustained by the results of clini. 
cal experience. 

When, upwards of forty years ago, we began our 
career as a practitioner of medicine, there were fey 
of the cases of disease that fell under our daily no. 
tice, in the management of which general bloodlet. 
ting, often carried at once to . considerable extent, 
and repented, less copiously, again and again, or, 
perhaps, followed by a free application of leechesor 
cups over the organ that, in each case, presented 
evidence of its being the chief seat of morbid ac- 
tion,— was not esteemed by the most authoritative 
of our contemporaries in the profession, not merely 
correct practice, but a practice essential to the 
safety of the patient. Bloodletting was then, and 
for many years subsequently, considered to be the 
chief remedy—almost the ouly one to be depended 
on—not merely in cases of well marked acute in- 
flammation of either of the internal organs, and in 
the entire class of synochial fevers, whether con- 
tinued, periodic, or exanthematous, but likewise in 
all cases of active congestion, in the acute profluvia, 
in active hamorrhages, in many cases of dropsy, in 
nearly every form of convulsive disease, in acute 
rheumatism, in certain forms of gout, and in all 
cases, of which the prominent symptom is severe 
pain, when occurring in young, robust and plethoric 
subjects. Nay, there were many eminent physi- 
cians of the period of which we speak, and of » 
somewhat earlier period, who carried bloodletting to 
a class of diseases which, by many of their contem- 
poraries, and a still greater number of their succes- 
sors, down to the present day, were and have been 
considered as those, the entire history—the nature, 
the phenomena, the course and usual termination of 
which—contra-indicate in the most pointed manner 
the employment of every kind and degree of depletion, 
but especially by the abstraction of blood. We know 
that physicians of no less distinguished character 
than Baillou, Reverius, Bamfield, Hillary, Moseley, 
Baker, Pringle, Robert Jackson, Rush, Stevens, and 
others, have insisted upon bloodletting as the most 
successful mode of treating the malignant fevers of 
warm climates and seasons. Mills, Lind, Armstrong, 
and a host of American authorities, directed the use 
of the lancet as an efficient remedy in the typhus 
gravior of Cullen—the jail, camp, sbip, petechial, 
and putrid fevers of different writers, as well as ia 
the spotted fever, and winter epidemic of the United 
States, in typhoid pneumonia, und in epidemic ery" 
sipelas. Lind, Bline, Milman, Fordyce, Pinel, 
Baglivi, Heberden, Dehaen, Bamfield, Parry, #04 
many more, practised bleeding in purpura bemor 
rhagica. While, in the treatment of croup, epidemic 
catarrh, scarlet fever, and hooping cough, bloodlet- 
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ting, both general and local, which is now scarcely 
thought of, if it be not positively interdicted, con- 
ditated formerly one of the common remedies; in 
those forms, at least, which were reputed as sthenic, 
or infammatory. 

Disarmed of his lancet and his cups, and deprived 
an adequate supply of leeches, it would have 
heen considered in former times, that the physician 
had been divested of the most efficient and indis 
pensable of the means required to combat success- 
fly with disease, and to arrest its destructive and 
fatal career. 

It was by no sudden revolution in the fundamen- 
tal doctrines of therapeutics, that bloodletting lost, 
in the estimation of the medical profession general- 
jy, its prominence as a remedial agent, and became 
to be no longer regarded as of almost universal ap 
plication in the treatment of disease. Its disuse in 
nny of the cases, and under many of the circum- 
ances in which, at an early period of the present 
century, it was held to be an indispensable remedy, 
uiits restriction, both in extent and frequency of 
employment, in the few diseases at the onset of which 
isuse continued to be esteemed as appropriate, 
wok place gradually— -lmost imperceptibly. Not 
mong any particular class of practitioners, nor 
mong those of any particular country or place, but 
most universally. The great body of the profes- 
tion everywhere, and without any previous inter- 
thange of views, we might almost say, without 
themselves being always aware of the fact, made 
bloodletting, to a certain extent; a subordinate rem- 
ely, even in diseases of an acknowledged inflamma- 
wry and acute character, in the treatment of which, 
wt a short time before, it had been considered, by 
them as well as by the great body of their fellow 
practitioners, the chief remedy. 


To what causes is this important change in medi 


tal practice to be ascribed? Has it been brought 
shout because the results of a cautiously conducted, 
wd extensive series of clinical observations, both 
iret and comparative, had clearly shown that the 
dsims of bloodletting to the character of a suita- 
He and efficient remedy, in those diseases in which 
itwas previously so generally and so extensively 
employed, were unfounded? Or bas it been shown 
that a change had taken place in the character of 
tenses, of such a nature as to render bloodletting 
w longer necessary or proper in their treatment, or 
foally, have we found some other remedy which, 
Yuile it fulfils equally well with bloodletting, all the 
"equisite indications, is free from any important ob- 
Httions, to which the latter is necessarily liable ? 
lis very certain that, upon the introduction of a 
more careful, rational, and systematic method in 
the stady of disease, and of the influence exercised 
wen its character, progress and termination, by 
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the several remedies recommended for its cure, phy- 
sicians soon learned the falsity of some, at least, of 
the leading therapeutic maxims entertained by them, 
and the evil results that could not fail to be the re- 
sult of the too prevalent practice of prescribing ac- 
tive remedies upon indications drawn, rather from 
the supposed nosological place and character of 
diseases, than from either an accurate estimate of 
the nature and extent of the abnormal condition of 
the organism generally, or of certain portions of it, 
actually existing, or a clear conception of the cura- 
tive action of the remedies selected, and their con- 
sequent adaptedness to control or subdue whatever 
morbid conditions are ascertained to be present in 
the case under treatment. 

It cannot be doubted that, the indiscriminate and 
excessive letting of blood which was formerly prac- 
tised, in a large class of diseases, varying materially 
from each other in many of their most important 
pathological features—each of them, also, exhibit- 
ing very decided and important modifications of 
character, as it occurs in different patients, at dif- 
ferent seasons, and in different localities—must 
have been productive of no little mischief. Predi- 
cating the uniform effects of bloodletting, in all 
cases and under all circumstances, upon the mis- 
chievous effects thus resulting from its improper 
use, rash and illogical minds may have been led to 
condemn its employment in all cases, even in such 
where the error on the part of physicians was not 
its use—for that was called for—but solely its abuse, 
which could readily have been avoided. 

But, we cannot with propriety, account for the 
comparative disuse into which bloodletting has fal- 
len, of late years, as a therapeutic agent solely 
from its former improper, untimely, or excessive 
use, even could it be shown that this occurred more 
frequently than we have any reason to suppose was 
actually the case. Weare well persuaded that, not- 
withstanding the errors into which the medical pro- 
fession were liable to be led, furmerly, in respect to 
the efficiency and propriety of prufuse and repeated 
bloodletting, in many of the cases, and under many 
of the circumstances of disease, where now the 
propriety of its employment, to any extent, is con- 
sidered doubtful, or absolutely denied, notwithstand- 
ing, also, the incorrectness of the belief formerly 
eutertained, that the free use of the lancet, early 
in the first etaze of the most severe of the phlegma- 
size, would cut short the disease, and thus save the 
patient from much suffering, and important organs. 
from the danger of the occurrence in them of serioug . 
lesions, often permanent in their character, the mediz - 
cal practitioners of forty or fifty years ago, were ag 
successful in the management of the leading acute in- 
flammatory diseases, as we are at the present day. 
The records of the profession show, we think, thaty 
formerly as large a per centage of cases of pneamo- 
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nia, pleurisy, peritonitis, and other well pronounced 
inflammations, when of an acute character, and sub- 
mitted to medical treatment immediately upon their 
occurrence, were conducted to a favorable termina- 
tion, within as short a period, and with as little risk 
of injury, either temporary or permanent, to the 
organism as is the case at the present day. We 
have no facts which warrant the supposition that, 
formerly, bloodletting was ordinarily resorted to in 
cases where it was uncalled for, or where its effects 
were positively injurious, or that its employment to 
the extent then considered necessary, was always 
based on erroneous indications, or false views as to 
the influence'exercised by it upon the human organ- 
ism. Areference to any of the standard works, on 
the practice of medicine, in use half a century ago, 
will prove that the rules for the employment of blood- 
letting, in the treatment of disease, were as sound 
then as are those recognized by the practitioners of 
our own times. 

It is, we suspect, more than probable, that, at the 
present day, some, at least, of the indications which 
éall for the employment of the lancet, are, in very 
many instances, overlooked, and that, from false 
views in relation to the character of the diseases 
they are called upon to treat, and of the effects that 
would be produced upon them by the taking away 
of blood, physicians often deprive themselves of the 
advantages to be derived from the employment of 
a remedy so well adapted as blood-letting to control 
troublesome symptoms—to shorten the duration of 
disease, and to render more certain its favorable 
termination. 

The late Dr. Currie, of Philadelphia, has said, 
that the timid use, as well as the entire disuse, of 
the lancet in the treatment of disease, from the fear 
of producing debility, has been a frequent and cer- 
tain cause of the occurrence of debility, and that of 
a far more serious character than any for the pro- 
duction of which the discreet use of the lancet can 
be fairly held responsible. To the same source—the 
fear of blood-letting—he was wont to attribute, also, 
the production of a greater amount of actual mis- 
chief in acute maladies generally, than to almost 
any of the accidents properly attributable to even 
the abuse of bloodletting. Now, we think it not at 
all improbable that, provided these remarks be con- 
fined strictly to cases of disease of a decidedly in- 
flammatory and acute character, they will be found 
to be strictly true. The entire neglect of bloodlet- 
ting, under those circumstances which call for its 
use, is as grave a therapeutical error as can possi- 
bly be its careless or uncalled for employment. 

‘It must be admitted, however correct we may 
c@sider to have been the practice pursued former- 
ly for the cure of inflammatory diseases, giving to 
the term inflammatory its widest possible significa- 
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tion, and whatever may have been the repnted gue. 
cess of that practice, that biood-letting was often 
abused—not so much, perhaps, by its being em. 
ployed in cases to which it was not adapted, as by 
its being carried too far, repeated too often, or em- 
ployed at an improper stage of disease, from the 
erroneous belief that by it alone could certain forms 
of morbid action be cut short, or effectually eradi- 
And this abuse is, doubtless, one of the 
prominent causes which has led to bloodletting 
being now employed as a remedial agent in go fey 
diseases to what it was formerly, and even in these 
few so timidly, and within such restricted limits, 


Another cause which has no doubt tended to re- 
strain the physician in the use of blood-letting, is 
the fact taught him by experience, that some at 
least, of what were at one time universally conceded 
to be the most reliable indications of the propriety 
of bleeding by the lancet, especially of the propriety 
of its repetition in any given case, are altogether 
fallacious. The presence and persistence of tension, 
strength, or fullness of pulse, of intense, fixed pain, 
and of a sizy, buffed and cupped condition of the 
blood drawn, were once supposed to be infallible 
tests of the propriety of blood-letting, and of the 
necessity of its repetition, so long as they were pre- 
sent. Now, it is well known that, in many cases of 
disease of the most frequent occurrence—as in 
rheumatism, for example, the tension of the pulse 
will be but slightly affected by the loss of blood— 
in some cases it will be actually increased under the 
repeated use of the lancet. Intense pain may be 
present, of a purely neuralgic character, which, in- 
stead of being relieved, is most generally augmented 
by the loss of blood. So, also, in respect to the 
buffy coating of the blood, it will, in numerous in- 
stances, continue to be formed, with scarcely any 
abatement, in spite of copious and repeated blood- 
letting. This is the case most commonly, during 
pregnancy, in acute rheumatism, in puerperal ma- 
nia, and in some other of the diseases of pregnancy 
and the puerperal state. In cases, again, in which 
there exists hypertrophy of the heart, the strength 
and fullness of the pulse can seldom be reduced by 
the drawing off of blood to any reasonable extent. 


The knowledge of certain alarming morbid, con- 
ditions, liable to occur when blood-letting was car- 
ried to excess, whether in quantity or in the fre- 
quency of its repetition—that became gradually de- 
veloped, as the lessons of experience were more 
closely conned and better understood, is no doubt 
to be ranked as an additional cause that has tended 
to limit the employment of direct depletion as 4 
remedial agent. So long as the sole effect of the 
loss of large quantities of blood was supposed to be 
simply a diminution below the normal standard of 


the mass of blood circulating in the body, and the 
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snemia and debility consequent upon such diminu- 
tion, all of which, it was believed, would be speedily 
removed, during convalescence, by an increase in 
hematosis, as the appetite of the patient returned, 
and digestion becoming active, furnished a copious 
sapply of chyle—bleeding was unhesitatingly re- 
sorted to, and carried to an extent, in the treatment 
of many diseases, that bordered almost always upon 
ihe limits of rashness, and not unfrequently, even 
in cases where its curative agency was the most im- 
peratively demanded, overstepping the line of per- 
fect safety. But so soon as physicians became 
aware, from fatal experience, that blood-letting, 
when carried to excess, was capable of destroying 
permanently, we might almost say, the normal cra- 
sis of the blood; of exciting violent, often fatal 
paroxysms of convulsions, or a protracted state of 
coma; of inducing a condition of morbid, nervous 
excitability, and of giving rise even to hypertrophy 
and dilatation of the heart, the necessity of greater 
caution being observed in its employment than had 
been exercised previously, became apparent. The 
majority, however, instead of basing that caution 
upon a careful study of the therapeutical ends to be 
obtained from an appropriate, cautious and well 
regulated use of the remedy, and of the class of 
cases, and the particular stage of each case, to 
which it is adapted, committed the too frequent folly 
of laying entirely aside a valuable, an almost essen- 
tial remedy, merely because of its mischievous effects 
when employed injudiciously. 

There is another cause by which a more cautious 
and restricted administration of blood-letting in the 
treatment of disease generally, has been brought 
about, and that is, the more correct appreciation, 
by the mass of medical practitioners, of the true in- 
dications to be fulfilled by the remedy, and the kind 
and the period of disease to which it is appropriate. 
However important, and even necessary, blood-let- 
ting may be considered in certain morbid conditions 
of particular organs, or of the system generally—in 
others, though admirably adapted, when well timed 
and judiciously managed, as a precautionary mea- 
sure, to prevent the occurrence of serious and irre- 
mediable lesions of internal organs, it cannot be 
Viewed as legitimately a curative means. Thus, 
bloodletting, though essential to insure the safety 
of the patient in some of the forms of apoplexy, and 
in nearly all the eclampsia, yet when itis carried 
tothe extreme lengths it has been, and still too often 
is, under the vain hope of remoying, by its agency, 
the pathological conditions of the nervous centres 
Upon which apoplectic and convulsive seizures may, 
in any case, depend, it is calculated rather to aug- 
Ment than to diminish the danger attendant upon 
these diseases. For a single case actually cured by 
the profuse detraction of blood, repeated, as was 
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formerly the direction, again and again, at short in- 
tervals, so long as the apoplectic stupor and the 
violence of the convulsive paroxysms continue, there 
could, we fear, be cited many in which the fatal 
termination was attributable as much to this abuse 
of bloodletting as to the intractable character of 
the disease. 

A more widely extended and exact acquaintance 
with the antiphlogistic powers of various de- 
pressing or sedative agents, and their more general 
use subsequent to, in conjunction with, or to the ex- 
clusion of the lancet, cups, or leeches, in cases of 
inflammatory disease, for the control of which phy- 
sicians were wont, formerly to confide, solely in free 
and repeated bleedings, may likewise be included 
among the causes which have contributed to confine 
the employment of direct depletion, of late years, 
within more narrow limits, and to curtail, materially, 
the extent to which it is carried, and the frequency 
of its repetition, even in those cases where it is still 
held to be an important remedy. In cases in which 
tartarized antimony, opium, veratrum viride, acon- 
ite, and other sedative agents have not been made 
to supercede entirely blood-letting, which in times 
past was reputed to be, in those cases, the chief and 
most efficient remedy, it is very certain that their 
employment has caused the amount of blood drawn 
to be greatly restricted, and a repetition of blood- 
letting a rare exception where it was once almost 
the universal rul2. 


Although the several causes we have enumerated 
will, to a certain extent, account for the diminished 
estimate of bloodletting as a remedy in a large 
number of instances in which but a short time ago, 
comparatively speaking, it was considered to be the 
principal means to be relied upon for conducting 
the disuse to a favorable termination, and to insure 
the full reinstatement of the normal condition 
of health, still they will not explain entirely the 
disuse into which direct depletion has gradually 
fallen during the last twenty-five or thirty years, 
The comparative disuse of the lancet as a therapeu- 
tical agent has become too general, and the pro- 
priety of such disuse too extensively conceded by 
practitioners, to permit of our referring it on the 
one hand, solely to the admitted abuse and misman- 
agement of the remedy in former times, or, on the 
other, to its having been superceded by the intro- 
duction of equally as efficient, and at the same time, 
safer and more manageable means for the control of 
inflammatory and of acute febrile diseases. It is 
scarcely possible for us to deny the correctness, toa 
certain extent at least, of the commonly received 
opinion, that nearly all diseases have undergone a 
change in their character, by which blood-letting 
and all other absolutely depletory remedies, have 
been rendered of very doubtful propriety, undermany 
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of the circumstances in which they were formerly be- 
lieved to be almost the physician’s sole therapeutical | 
reliance, and even in those diseases in which their | 
admissibility and propriety are still assented to in 
theory and in practice, limiting materially the ex- | 
tent to which it is believed they can be carried with 
safety. 

Dr. Watson, of London, who can scarcely be 
ranked with the opponents of blood-letting, tells us, 
(Lectures, 1857) that years have passed by since he 
has met with any case of pneumonia which has re- 
quired bleeding from the arm. ‘I may say much 
the same,” he adds, ‘of inflammatory diseases in 
general. They have all, asI firmly believe, been 
less tolerant of bloodletting since the cholera first 
swept over this country in 1832. I may be fanciful, 
but I think that great epidemics, such as those of 
cholera and of influenza, leave traces of their ope- 
ration upon the health and vitality of a community, 
long after they have ceased to prevail as epidemics.” 

The statement has been made again and again, 
that, for many years past, all diseases have been 
assuming more and more of a typhoid character, 
and the correctness of the statement is now almost 
universally admitted. All that we presume is 
meant is, that diseases have become more asthenic, 
more adynamic in their character or type than for- 
merly, and that, in consequence of this change, they 
do not tolerate as well bloodletting and other deple- 
tory remedies. There is unquestionably, much 
truth in this statement. It will be found, we be- 
lieve that, in even the most acute and open of the 
inflammatory affections it is impossible, with a due 
regard to the interests of the patient, to carry out 
the same active depletory course of treatment which 
we are aware was pursued with the best results, by 
the physicians of the early portion of the present 
century. 

As to the exact nature and cause of this change 
in the type of diseases to which was formerly as- 
cribed a sthenic character, we are in ignorance. It 
may in part be due, in this country at least, to a 
general depression of the vitality of the human 
organism that has taken place of late years in all of 
the more civilized communities throughout our bor 
ders, and even perhaps beyond them, in couseqnence 
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of increased population, and the fact that the indus- | 
trious classes generally, are no longer under the 

necessity of delivering themselves to strenuous and | 
almost continual bodily exertion in the open air as | 
the price of their existence, that very many among | 
them give themselves up to a comparatively seden- 

tary and luxurious life within doors—the immediate | 
effects of which change of living, are impaired di- 
gestion, deficient hamatosis, and tardy nutrition 
generally. Itis very certain, that whatever may be 
the actual cause of the more asthenic character, 
which diseases have assumed of late years, it is one | 
impairing the healthy condition of the blood—indi © 
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cated by either a diminution of its plasticity, or the 
development in it of a toxic property of a decidedly 
sedative quality. 

We havethus pointed out some of the causes which 
have tended to place blood letting, in a far lower 
rank upon the lists of the materia medica, than that 
formerly assigned to it. We have admitted, also, that 
the more asthenic or adynamic character which 
diseases now present, has obliged physicians to be, 
to a certain extent, more reserved and cautions jp 
the use of direct depletion by the lancet in their 
treatment, than were the practitioners of the early 
period of the nineteenth century. But, in making 
this admission, we do not wish to be understood as 
ranging ourselves on the side of those who prescribe 
entircly blood letting, as a therapeutic agent, or 
who, at least, consider as of slight value its curs 
tive powers in inflammatory and acute diseases; 
even though, we freely confess that, among these 
proscriptionists, are to be classed some of the most 
distinguished of contemporary practitioners and 
medical writers. We believe that blood letting, 
when well timed, and judiciously employed, is 
adapted in numerous cases of disease, far better~ 
that is--more safely and more certainly than any 
other known remedy, to relieve prominent and dis- 
tressing symptoms of disease, to shorten its dura- 
tion, and tu conduct it to a favorable termination, 
and at the same time, to secure important organs 
from the occurrence of any lesion, by which their 
functions shall become permanently impaired, and 
the foundation be laid for some chronic affection of 
a troublesome or dangerous character. 

It is true that the physicians of a former day, 
and one not far removed from our own, abused, ocea- 
sionally, bloodletting, by mis-timing it, by carry- 
ing it to excess, by repeating it too often in the same 
case, and by resorting to it in cases to which it was 
unadapted, and we rather suspect it to be equally 
true that, the physicians of the present day—our 
contemporaries—have fallen into the opposite ex- 
treme, of neglecting to avail themselves of the cura- 
tive powers of blood letting in many forms and 
stages, and circumstances of disease, where no other 
of the therapeutic agents at their command ca 
serve them as well. 

However interesting and instructive would be an 
examination into the modus operandi of bloodletting, 
as a curative means, the true indications for its em- 
ployment, and the proper rules to be observed in re- 
spect to the stage of the disease in wnich it is to be 
resorted to, the extent to which it should be carried, 
and the particular conditions which call for its repl- 
tition—however pleased we should be to give the 
result of our own experience, on either or all of 
these points, itis impossible for us even to enter 
To do it pro 


propriated solely to its consideration. 
(Zo be continued.) 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. 


Cases of Sudden Delivery —M. Ammeuille 
related an interesting case to the Paris Société 
Médico Pratique, in illustration of the follow- 
ing question : May a primipara of robust 
frame become delivered of.a full timed, well 
formed infant, and this infant fall into a privy, 
the mother resorting there simply to satisfy a 
want? In the present case, a lady, aged 20, 
jn robust health, having become with child 
by a young man, left her home in the country, 
ad repaired toa Paris lodging-house; and 
awaiting admission into the Maternity, she 
had made no preparations for the reception of 
the child. She was taken illin the night, 
and had several motions; and at last, while 
proceeding toward the vesscl, to pass, as she 
believed, another, the child dropped from her 
on the carpet. Her intention was, had not a 
more sudden pain seized her, to have repaired 
to the privy, into which the child must cer- 
tainly have dropped. It is obvious, with the 
mystery of the case and the want of prepara- 
tion for the child, how easily a charge of infan- 
ticide might, in the event of the child’s having 
fallen into the privy, have been brought in 
such acase. M.Somonot had no doubt that 
awoman might be delivered of her first child 
without being aware of it. He knew the case 
of a lady who, at four o’clock, was walking 
about her room and laughing, there being no 
dilatation of the os or other sigu of delivery, 
and who yet, in twenty minutes later, gave 
birth to a child and the placenta without pain 
orexclamation. M. Perrin had recently been 
called to a woman pregnant of her third child, 
who, taken first with a violent desire to pass 
water, and then to evacuate the bowels, passed 
achild into the utensil. Had the night not 
been so cold, she would have gone to the privy. 
There are many many such facts on record ; 
but they may be‘usefully borne in mind when 
gitls are charged with improperly disposing of 
the fruits of illicit intercourse, and even when 
accompanying circumstances are suspicious.— 


DL’ Union Med. 


Spermatic Fluid from a Man neither of 
whose Testicles had descended from the Abdo- 
men.—The patient suffered from seminal emis- 
sions. A portion of the ejected fluid was 
obtained, and was examined several times dur- 
ing a fortnight. No spermatozoa were found. 
Mr. Partridge also alluded to a similar case in 





which fluid was obtained from a gentleman 
whose testes were undescended. Although he 
was virile he was childless, and no spermatozoa 
were found in his spermatic fluid. 

Mr. Curling mentioned a case like the last, 
in which the patient had no difficulty in con- 
nexion, although both testes were undescended, 
and no spermatozoa were found in the fluid 
emitted in connection. 


Predisposition to Inflammation Produced 
by Sections of the Sympathetic Nerve.—W hen 
rabbits are placed under total abstinence they 
generally live a fortnight or three weeks ; but 
when certain branches of the sympathctic 
nerve have been previously divided, the ani- 
mals die within a few days when deprived of 
fuod, through acute inflammation of the vis- 
eera connected with the nervous twigs that 
have been divided. When, some time ago, I 
commenced this series of experiments, I dis- 
covered that the section of large divisions of 
the sympathetic nerve was, apparent'y, unat- 
tended with the slightest inconvenience as long 
as the health of these animals remained per- 
fect. Some of them even became pregnant 
and brought forth their young: but as soon 
as a general debilitation of the system arose, 
from want of proper nourishment, acute in- 
flammation was produced in the organs deprived 
of nervous influence. We had, therefore, suc- 
ceeded in artificially creating particular idio- 
syncrasies in these animals, and could predict 
with perfect certainty that as soon as health 
failed, disease would arise on a given point.— 
Claude Bernard, (Med. Times and Gazette.) 


Removal of Gold Rings Imbedded in and 
Constricting the Fingers——Boston Med. and 
Surg. Journal.—The fingers were swollen and 
inflamed from the constriction of two gold 
rings, which had not been removed for some 
years. The swelling was so great that removing 
them by means of a string wrapped spirally 
around the finger, passed under the ring, and 
then unwound, as has been suggested, was not 
practicable. They were so deeply imbedded 
that filing or cutting them was impossible. 

Dr. A. Chapin succeeded in removing them 
without pain, by softening them with metallic 
mercury, placed in contact with them. The 
hand was placed on a table and cotton crowded 
into the interstices of the fingers along side of 
the rings so as to make a concavity to hold the 
mercury. The rings were rendered brittle 
amalgam in thirty or forty minutes, and re- 
moved, 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medica ; a Systematic Trea- 
tise on the Action and Uses of Medicinal Agents, in- 
cluding their Description and History. By ALFRED 
Stitie, M. D., late Professor of the Theory and 
Practice of Medicine in the Medical Department 
of Pennsylvania College, etc., etc. In two volumes, 
pp. 818, and 976. Philadelphia: 
& Lea, 1860. 


These portly volumes contain the results of 
many years observations, study and labor. Dr. 
Stille is well known in this city, and to many 


REVIEWS AND 


who have enjoyed the privilege of attending | 


his instructions, as a laborious student and an 
accurate thinker, and this work from his pen, 
which has been looked for with a good deal of 
interest, will, we doubt not, be well received 
by the profession. The author has given spe- 
cial prominence to the therapeutic uses of the 
various articles of the materia medica, and as 
“our knowledge of the usefulness of medi- 
cines rests altogether upon experience, but not 
of that of any one man, however skillful, or of 
any age, however enlightened,” the work 
abounds in citations and references, which add 
greatly to its value. 

Some typographical errors have escaped the 


vigilant eye of the proof-reader. We will note | 


a few which have fallen under our eye in the 
compass of 2 few pages. On p. 77, vol. ii., 
Diascorides for Dioscorides; p. 80, Liautaud 
for Lieutaud; p. 87, Clend¢nning: for Clen- 
denning ; same page, Dr. C. B. Williams, we 
presume, means Dr. C. J. B. Williams, so 
also of Dr. C. Williams, in the succeeding par- 
agiaph. These errors are, however, of very 
little consequence, except to the living indi- 
viduals particularly interested. 

The work, which has been issued in the 
publisher’s best style, constitutes a very use- 
ful addition to the literature of therapeautics 
and matcria medica. 


The Obstetric Catechism ; containing 2.847 Questions 
and Answers on Obstetrics proper. By Joseru War- 
rincton, M. D. 150 illustrations, pp 445. Phila- 
delphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1860. 


This work, which has long been before the 
profession, will be welcomed, particularly by 
students. It is generally understood to re- 
flect the teachings of Dr. H. L. Hodge, the 
distinguished Professor of ‘Midwifery and the 
Diseases of Women and Children in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania: and as it is the only 


Blanchard | 
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published work that does give his views, it 
possesses peculiar value to the practitioner op 
that account. It is also valuable as being jy 
part based upon the extended obstetric expe. 
rience of its author. 


Valedictory Address to the Anatomical Class of the 
Philadelphia School of Anatomy. Delivered on 
Friday evening, February 17, 1860, by D. Hayzs 
Acnew, M. D., Lecturer on Anatomy, Surgeonto 
the Philadelphia Hospital, etc. Published by the 
Class. 


7 This address, from the interest of the sub. 





| ject which it considers, and the prominence of 
|its author as a medical teacher, has excited 
lately much attention. The recent temporary 
political excitement which was designedly 
raised among a portion of the medical students, 
and during which some of the more excitable 
were induced to leave this city, is alluded to 
in the address. 

The view taken by Dr. Agnew, of the ab- 
duction and the general political excitement 
which led to it, is such as is evident to every 
rational conservative medical man in the coun- 
try, who believes that science and the institu- 
tions for its dissemination, should stand aloof 
from and be unpolluted by party bickerings; 
| that the teaching of that science, the applica- 
ition of which is to the whole human family 
equally, should be untrammelled by sectional 
feuds. 

The address is an eloquent union appeal, in 
opposition to the fanatical spirit prevalent 
among a noisy few, north and south, and its 
spirit will be acceptable to the sensible masses 
in all parts of the country. 

Copies may be had of J. M. Wilson, No. 
111 S. Tenth street. 


An Epitome of Braithwaite’s Retrospect of Practical 
Medicine and Surgery; containing a condense 
Summary of the Most Important Cases, tbeit 
Treatment, and all’the Remedies and other useful 
matters embraced in the forty volumes; the whole 
being alphabetically classified, and supplied with 
Addenda, etc. In five parts. By Watrer S. We1ts, 
M. D. Published by C. T. Evans, New York. 


No journal of its class has been so popular 
and so extensively read as Braithwaite’s Retro- 


spect. It has been in existence forty year, 
and, for that period, up to the present time, 
a complete history of medical progress, aud 
the volumes in themselves will alone constitute 
quite a medical library. 
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Perhaps no journal is more frequently re- 
ferred to than the Retrospect, and to facilitate 
this reference is the object of this valuable 
epitome. 

It will be valuable to every one; to those 
who possess the entire series of the original 
volumes, it is an index by which a ready re- 
ference to particular articles may be effected 
yithout laborious searching; to those who do 
pot possess the original, it offers a condensed 
smmary, containing the spirit of the entire 
issue. 

The work will appear in parts, at inter- 
vals of about one month. The present part 
contains 304 pages ; price one dollar. 


REVIEWS AND BOOK 


Forty-Second Annual Report of the Board of Mana- 
gers of the Northern Dispensary of Philadelphia. 


There were 6,998 patients under the care of 
this institution during the year 1859. This 
isconsiderably less than the number attended 
during the previous year, owing to the better 
general health of the community, and the bet- 
ter employment of the working classes, render- 
ing them independent of medical charities. 

The Northern Dispensary is, in the extent of 
its operations, the second institution of the 
Kind in this city, and through the efficiency 
of its managers and the faithful services of the 
resident and attending physicians, is accom- 
plishing a mission of good to a very large and 
deserving portion of the poor. 


Inaugural Address. Delivered in the Medical De- 
partment of Pennsylvania College, Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 11th, 1859, by Wituram Goprecut, M. D., 
Professor of Anatomy. 


This is a history of the institution followed 
through the checkered scenes of its existence— 
through its incubation period, its numerous 
infantile convulsions, palsy, apparent death, 
reanimation, resurrection, and transubstantia- 
tion, until now, after a flourishing adolescence, 
ithas reached a sturdy manhood, and occu- 
pies. a permanent and creditable position 
among the great medical schools of this city. 

The Address is historically valuable, and 
many illustrious names appear in it, of those 
who, while living. were associated with the in- 
stitution, but now have passed away. Among 
these are those of George McClellan, W. Rush, 
8. G. Morton, W. Grant, and H. 8. Patterson, 


and of many eminent ones who are still 
ving. 
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PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 1860. 


THE PROPOSED SECOND DEGREE IN MEDI- 
CINE. 


On the Ist day of June next a joint com- 
mittee, representing the Medical Colleges of 
the country on the one part, and the American 
Medical Association on the other, is to meet 
in the city of New York, in anticipation of the 
meeting of the Association at New Haven, five 
days thereafter. In our view, this meeting, if 
it should go to work in the right spirit, will 
be a very important one to the interests of 
the medical profession of this country. 

The American Medical Association has at 
length reached a point in its history where it 
has the opportunity to adopt a course which 
will solve the problem of its influence over the 
profession, if not, indeed, of its very existence. 
The subject of medical education has, from 
the very commencement, taken a prominent 
place in all the meetings of the Association. 
Able reports and recommendations have been 
made by some of the best educated and most 
talented men in our country. These were based 
upon two leading ideas: First, the endeavor 
to improve the preliminary education of candi- 
dates for the doctorate, by influencing the pro- 
fession to refuse to receive into their offices, as 
students, young men who did not come up to 
a standard proposed by the Association ; and, 
Second, the endeavor to influence the medical 
schools to lengthen their courses of instruc- 
tion, and otherwise elevate the standard of 
medical teaching. 

Some of the profession and schools endea- 
vored in good faith to carry out these recom- 
mendations, but as they were not seconded by 
the profession in general, or a majority of the 
schools, they were finally compelled to recede 
from their position, and the result was, that 
the Association really lost moral power with 
the masses, and the question was heard on 
every side—cui bono? It thus became evi- 
dent to those who had the good of the profes- 
sion at heart, that some other plan would have 
to be adopted, or the Association would fail to 
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excrt such an influence as such a body ought 
to exert over medical teaching in our country. 

At this juncture, the Medical Society of 
New Jersey, one of the oldest and most re- 
spectable organizations in the country, came 
forward with a proposition which was intended 
fully to mect the difficulty. At its 92d annual 
meeting, held in Trenton, in January, 1858, a 
series of resolutions, drawn up and presented 
by the senior editor of this journal,was adopted, 
and referred to the delegates from the Society 
to the American Medical Association, to be 
presented at its next meeting at Washington 
city, in the following May. These resolutions 
proposed that the Association should, in effect, 
begin the reform it had for so longa time been 
trying to bring about in the profession, by dis- 
carding all advisory measures and recommend- 
atory resolutions, and making membership of 
the Association itself the standard of medical 
acquirement for this country. These resolu- 
tions proposed the appointment of Boards of 
Examiners throughout the country, whose 
members should be paid for their services while 
on duty, and whose certificate alone, or that of 
the examining boards of the Army and Navy, 
would render any one eligible for membership 
in the Association. This certificate would en- 
title the holder to a diploma from the Associa- 
tion, certifying his relationship to that body, 
and consequently his professional status. This 
would be the “ Second Degree,” and it would 
emanate from a body national in its extent and 
aims—the only power in this country capable 
of exerting a controiling influence over the 
profession, and this, too, a power in entire 
harmony with the spirit of our institutions. 

These resolutions were presented to the As- 
sociation, at its meeting in Washington City, 
in May, 1858, and, as they involved a change 
in the constitution, they were laid on the 
table under the rules. At Louisville, instead 
of being “indefinitely postponed,” the ordin- 
ary fate of propositions involving a change in 
the constitution, they were considered of suffi- 
cient importance to refer to a special committee 
to confer with a committee of the Medical 
Schools. It is these committees that meet in 
New York on the Ist of June. They are com- 
posed of the following members. 





Of the Association. 


T. W. Blatchford, M. D., 


Troy, N. Y. 
D. F. Condie, M. D., 


Philadelphia. 


N. Bozeman, M. D., 
Montgomery, Ala. 
C. Brodie, M. D., 
Detroit, Mich. 
W. C. Sneed, M. D., 


Kentucky. 
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Of the Schools. 
L. P. Yandel, M. D., 

Memphis, Tenn, 
Geo. C. Shattuck, M. D,, 
Boston, Mass, 
G. C. Blackman, M. D., 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 
H. F. Campbell, M. D., 
Augusta, Ga. 

Moses Gunn, M. D., 
Detroit, Mich. 


We wait, with a great deal of impatience, 
the result of their deliberations, and the sub- 
sequent action of the Association. In the 
mean time, we desire to have the subject 
thoroughly discussed in our columns, and hope 
that other medical journa!s will engage in its 
consideration. If we mistake not, the consi- 
deration of this question will be ¢he business of 
the Association at its meeting in New Haven. 


A HARD LESSON TO LEARN. 

That is a remarkable trait in human nature 
which causes one man to be so slow to take 
warning from the experience of his fellow man. 
There are two lessons in medical journalism 
that the profession are very slow to learn 
First, that no enterprise can be permanently 
successful that has no broader a basis to rest 
upon than the support of some medical school or 
other purely selfish undertaking—and Second, 
that no enterprise can live long, that does not 
insist on advance payment of subscriptions. 
It is a very easy thing for a man to order 4 
journal and promise to pay for it in one, three 
or six months, and a very easy thing to enter 
the name on the subscription book and count 
the income from it in the estimate of the year’s 
receipts. One, or ten such names would be of 
little consequence whether they ever paid or 
not; but unfortunately they count on all 
subscription books by the hundred, and are 
worse than good-for nothing to the too-con- 
fiding editor, who is tempted to continue 
sending his journal month after month and 
year after year, for fear of losing a subscriber, 
and the money he already owes. 

The only true policy is that which we 
adopted in commencing our weekly enterprise, 
viz: to insist on advance payment in all cases; 
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snd stop sending the journal when the sub- | it be $5 or $25, to settle their just debts Do this, 
«ription expires. We have found the plan to and we will furnish a seventh volume more than 

' eer worth the money. We do not want themoney. We 
vork 80 well, that we feel ye disposition ” will send it all back to you in the pages of the 
change our terms, and unhesitatingly recom-|% « « Js it possible that we are to be disap- 
nend it to our confreres in all sections of the | pointed ? ; 


country. 
We have been led to these reflections in 
prusing the following remarks taken from a THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


colemporary which has been ably conducted, Will hold its thirteenth annual meeting, at 
snd proved itself worthy of a vigorous support. | New Haven, on the first Tuesday of June, 


The strain of these remarks is that of many a | 1860. 
nedical journal in our country, and willcon-| The Secretaries of local societies, colleges, 


tinue to be until editors learn the lesson indi- ‘and hospitals, are requested to forward to the 
ated above. : ‘undersigned, the names of delegates, as soon 


This number completes volume VI. of the * * | as they are appointed. 
* * * * That we have fulfilled the measure of | Srepueen G. Hussar, M. D., 
our duty to our subscribers, and given them the | ' 
yorth of their money, we feel assured. Alas! how | Secretary. 
many have received all our labor for positively | New Haven, Ct. 
wthing. Year after year, aye, month after month, | 
during a succession of years, they receive the fruits | 
of our hard labor, and seem never to dream of pay- | The Southern Agent for the REPORTER— 
ing for it. With the progress of each year we labor | Wr, W. A. Miller, of Cecil County, Mary- 


on, indulging the earnest hope that we shall receive | land, has gone to the South on an agency for 


money enough to pay the printer and increase the |. . P . . 
sulee of our ensuing volume, and then the year ends | this journal, to obtain subscribers and interest 





—— 


vith thousands due us, and all our hopes blasted. the profession in the enterprise. He will com- 


Never, since we became an editor, have we enter- | mence his labors in Georgia. As we already 
. : . | e . . . . 
tsined the desire to put money into our pockets | have subscribers in nearly thirty counties in 


a | : 
from this channel. No, our ambition has been to that State, we feel confident that he will meet 


spend every cent on the journal itself, and make it | |. : 
; 3 : udt not 
vhat it should be to a paying list of subscriters- | with enesuragement yee, es wees “ 


But, until we can arouse hundreds to appreciate the will follow him into any other States he may 
fuet that they are yearly defrauding us and our | Visit. 

paying friends, we must cease to hope. This very Will our subscribers in the South prepare 
day there are more than five thousand dollars due | the way for Mr. Miller by speaking a good 
tar journal ; and look at our monthly list of re-! word for the ReportTER, in advance of his visit 
teipts! This very day we have one hundred subscri- | to their vicinities ? 

bers who owe us twenty dollars and upward, and | " 

many of these men we kaow to be doing an annual | We shall soon send out agents to other see- 
practice of more than $3,000. We appeal to them, | tions of the Union, having commenced the 
ind they treat our appeal with contempt. Aye, worse year with a determination to add largely this 
than this—week after weck we receive notices from | year to our already large circulation. With a 
post-masters saying that these debtors now refuse to | Circulation in Philadelphia alone, outside of the 
take the journal from the office. They have not the Medical Schools, of nearly 500, we feel that we 


hardihood to write us that they repudiate, and they | = . 
do it over the shoulders of the postmaster. Will stand on a foundation that will warrant an 
these gentlemen force us to publish a list of their | almost unlimited amount of branching out. 


lanes? They must have medical journals, and no | 0 


doubt only quit us to go and do likewise to some | 

other poor wight of an editor. If any other south-| A” alloy of platinum with iridium is pro- 
ema journal will send us a list of their delinquents, | posed by C. Brewster, in the Dental Cosmos, 
ve will furnish an exchange list of equal extent. fur the purpose of increasing the strength of 
There at last seems to be no other remedy. ‘the former metal in its use in dental plate 


Ouce more we appeal to all who owe us, whether | work, 


4 
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THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

The committee appointed by the College of 
Physicians, “to solicit further contributions 
to the Building Fund of the College,” have 
made a general appeal in behalf of the object. 

The building fund of the College at the time 
of the purchase of the eligible lot on which 
it is anticipated to erect a suitable structure, 
amounted to about twenty-two thousand dol- 
lars. The most of this sum has been expend- | 
ed in securing the site, and but little is left 
toward the erection of the building. 

The terms of Dr. Miitter’s bequest, of the mu- 
seum and the lecture fund, require the erection 
of a building in less than four years from the 
present time. As the erection of a fire-proof 
building, of a character appropriate to its im- 
portant objects, will require considerable time, 
a short period remains for securing a sum nec- 
essary to insure its erection within the specified 
time. ; 

The College of Physicians is one of the 
oldest and most influential medical institutions 
in this country, and with the important acqui- 
sition of a proper hall, and the museum and 
its appurtenances, the facilities for promoting 
the scientific objects of the institution will be 
greatly increased. By a comparatively small 
investment this desirable consummation can be 
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secured, and the subject is worthy of the libe- 
ral consideration of the medical profession of | 
this city. 

The following gentleman compose the com- 
mittee alluded to, to whom contributions or 
correspondence may be directed: Drs. F. 
West, T. H. Bache, E. Hartshorne, S. W. 
Mitchell, W. B. Page, J. J. Levick, R. P. 
Thomas. 


4060 





Correspondence, 


COUNCILS, VACCINE PHYSICIANS, AND VAC- 
CINATION. 





From a statement of City Councils, made public 
last month by the daily papers, we learn that the 
number of persons returned as having been vaccin- 


ated during the year 1859, by the ¢wenty four physi- | 
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cians appointed by Councils, amounted to 169 cases, 
which would make, upon an average, seven cases for 
each vaccine physician during the twelvo months, 
and for which they received, or are to receive, the 
sum of fifty dollars, or a little over seven dollars for 
each child vaccinated—that is, in case the vaccing. 
tion ‘‘took,” of which fact the gentlemen have not 
thought worth while to inform Councils and the 
public. The salary of twenty-four Vaccine Physi- 
cians, at fifty dollars each, amounts to $1,200 per 
annum, and this sum is paid by Councils for having 
169 persons vaccinated, in a city containing 700,000 
inhabitants—a very small number unvaccinated in 
proportion to population, if it were true, which I 
know it is not. I know that in the above number 
of inhabitants, there are, at the least calculation, 
14,000 who have never been vaccinated, inoculated, 
or had the small-pox. 

It is not my intention to censure Councils for ap- 
pointing twenty-four physicians, one in each ward, 
to vaccinate those who require it, young or old, rich 
or poor; but I protest and say they cought not to 
allow the city to be robbed, and themselves imposed 
upon by a parcel of men who have proved to be s0 
neglectful of their duty, not only to their employers, 
but to the profession of which they claim to be mem- 
bers. I cannot believe that in the twenty-four 
wards of the city, there are not to be found more 
than seven persons in each who have not been vac- 
cinated. In 1856, when small-pox was so prevalent 
during the months of January, February and March, 
the Board of Health deemed it their duty to 
take active measures to stay the progress of the 
disease, which, in some of the districts, was very 
fatal, in consequence of the neglect of the vaccine 
physicians, who then, as now, did not do their 
duty. It was therefore resolved by the Board, ata 
meeting held on the 22d of February, to appoint 4 
person in each ward, at a salary of forty dollars, to 
collect and record in a book the name, age, sex, 
color and residence of persons not vaccinated, “and 
to return the same daily to the vaccine physician of 
his own ward for vaccination.” This was done ia 
all the wards except the Ist, 19th, 20th, 21st, 22d, 
23d and 24th, at a cost of eight hundred dollars, 
besides twelve hundred dollars paid to the physi- 
cians, making a total of $2,000 paid in 1856 for 
vaccination. The names thus returned to the phy- 
sicians by the collectors of vaccine cases amounted 
to 6,558 whites and 407 colored, making a total of 
6,965 persons who had never received the Jennerian 
preventive or had the small-pox. I know, from 4 
careful examination of the books returned by the 
collectors, that they did not half do their duty, and 
those who did do it cou.d not persuade the pbysi- 
cians to attend to the orders of the Board of Health, 
as they said they were not appointed by that body, 

If, in 1856, we had a population of near 7,000 
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persons requiring vaccination in seventeen wards, 


ybat have we in 1860, owing to the neglect of Coun- | 


gisand their fifty dollar servants during foyr years, 
intwenty four wards? 
the least doubt—judging from my own ward and the 
shove returns—that we have at least 14,000 persons 
in Philadelphia who have not been protected by vac- 
cination, and who are liable to receive and propa- 


gate the most foul and loathsome of all diseases— | 


small-pox. How Councils take upon themselves the 
dispensing of an office, the duties of which they 
sem to know so little about, and paying twelve 
hundred dollars for almost nothing, is beyond the 
comprehension of honest men. Vaccination is the 
most perfect prophylactic known to society against 
small-pox ; it is as infallible in protecting the indi- 
vidual as if he had already had the disease, and 
that, too, without any personal disfiguration or dan- 
ger; therefore the person or persons who would 
refuse to have this harmless operation performed on 
themselves or children, should be compelled by an 
sct of the Legislature to undergo, at the hands of 
their physician or others appointed specially for that 
purpose, an operation that has for its end the pre- 
servation of the human family from one of the most 
fatal diseases to which it is subject—a disease that 
makes ‘the soul of man die in him, loathing life,” 
his dearest friend shun him, because of his disgust- 


ing appearance. 


A great deal could be said in favor of having a 
law passed compelling vaccination in cities, of our 
native and foreign population, and which I think 
our medical societics should urge, as public bene- 
factors, and to keep up their standing as philan- 
thropists on a par with their brethren in other 


civilized countries. But law or no law, it is very 
evident that the City Councils are not the body to 
manage the matter, and the sooner they confer their 
right of appointing Vaccine Physicians to the Boardof 
Health or the Guardians of the Poor, the sooner will 
we be relieved of the risk of a great and impending 
evil, ready to break out amongst us on the first im- 
portation of small-pox. Either of these intelligent 
bodies might appoint a physician in each ward, 
Whose duty it should be to visit, once a year, every 
house in it, or make known by'a printed notice that 
every family would be required to have those in 
their house vaccinated, either by their physician or 
the physician of the ward. From my own observa- 
tion, a child can safely be vaccinated after it is two 
Weeks old, and at any season of the year. 
E. DoxnELLy, M. D. 


INCOMPETENCY OF DRUGGISTS. 
Rahway, N. J. Feb. 16, 1860. 


Messrs. Eprrors:—In reviewing a paragraph | 
, face, are bound to sustain him even at such a cost, 
| 


from the message of Gov. Newell, in the REPORTER 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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of Jan. 21st, I little expected to have my views so 
misconstrued, or to involve myself in a discussion 
with any of your readers, nor do I intend to enter 


Why, Ishould say, without | into any discussion with your correspondents, know- 
jing as I do, that your columns can be filled with 


matter of much more interest to medical men; but 
while declining any controversy, I deem it but 
justice to myself to set myself right before your 
readers. 


Any one reading either of the two replies to my 
communication, (one of which I regret to see is 
anonymous, ) cannot fail to be struck with the basis 
from which their arguments start. The writers 
would drag down medicine to a money basis. The 
one thinks that a physician’s prescriptions should 
be so written as to allow the druggist a good profit, 
and to this you made an admirable reply. The 
other is willing to allow an ignorant, inexperienced 
and incompetent person to compound his prescrip- 
tion, because few druggists ‘can afford to employ 
competent clerks. I protest against money being 
made an offset against human life. I know that it 
is generally believed that the great sympathetic 
nerve of many Americans has its largest ganglion 
in the pocket, but when it comes to medical men be- 
ing obliged to allow ignorant and incompetent per- 
sons to prepare their prescriptions and kill their 
patients, because it don’t pay the druggist to employ * 
proper clerks, then I think it is quiteMime that phy- 
sicians stopped prescribing altogether. It, as *** *” 
asserts in many places, it is ‘‘ utterly impracticable 
to have our prescriptions compounded by those who 
know how to do it, then we are morally, and should 
be legally bound to do the business ourselves. We 
have no right to imperil a patient’s life for our own 
convenience. The idea is monstrous, that because 
apothecaries cannot afford competent assistants in 
their stores, (and I by no means will admit such to 
be the case,) that we, to save ourselves a little trou- 
ble, are to allow them the chance to kill our patients 
with impunity. God forbid that we should ever dis- 
grace our noble profession by such conduct, or that 
we should acknowledge an ‘irrepressible conflict’’ 
between money and human life, and expose our pa- 
tients, who have literally placed their lives in our 
hands, to the consequences which must flow from 
such a doctrine. Let the manufacturers of Law- 
rence reap a fortune at the expense of the blackened 
and charred bodies of their operatives—but let every 
incompetent druggist in the land starve before one 
physician can be found who will thus wickedly ex- 
pose the life of his patient that the druggist may 
make money. If to pay the druggist our patients’ 
lives must be sacrificed, then let him go without pay. 
If an apothecary must be sustained at the peril of life, 
and if we, with the consequences staring us in the 
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in the name of humanity, and of that Book which 
teaches us to do to others as we would that they 
should do to us, let the poor creature whose life 
hangs upon the issue, know the facts. Tell him, as 
you hand him the prescription, ‘‘Send this to Mr. 
A.’s store; he can’t afford to employ a clerk who 
knows how to compound it, but as he has the Eng- 
lish names upon his bottles, perhaps his boy may 
guess enough to give it to you. If he makes a 
wrong guess, and you dic in consequence, nobody 
will be to blame, for I have written every word out 
in full, and omitted every character, even the an- 
cient sign of Jupiter, fur fear that might perplex 
the boy, who perhaps never saw it in his life. You 
will die by the visitation of God, and nobody will be 
to blame, for Mr. A. cannot offord to hire a clerk 
who understands his business.” Think you your 
patient will be satisfied with your logic. I cannot 
believe that physicians are sunk so low as to allow 
any one to make money at the expense of their pa- 
tients’ lives. I fully endorse the motto, ‘‘Live and 
let live,” and have not one word to say against the 
druggist accumulating his share of this world’s 
goods, but if his path to wealth must be over the 
divad bodies of his victims, then I for one do not wish 
to be pariiceps criminis. 

Now, as to my idea that druggists should be held 
legally responsible for all mistakes. I do not mean 
that they shoulg be held responsible for an error in 
writing prescriptions ; that would be preposterous ; 
but if they understand their business they will de- 
cline to comp)und a prescription which they know 
is wrong, or that they cannot unmistakeably make 
out. Pbysicians should make it a rule, and it is 
their duty, and a druggist has a right to demand it 
of them, that they shuuld support an educated man 
in preference to one incompetent and ignorant, foa 
he is really a quack, and should be frowned down 
by men who despise that fraternity. Take an in- 
stance: A physician gave the following prescrip- 
tion: 

RK. Creasot., f 5ij. 
Aqux, gtt. ij. 
Signa: Use as a mouth wash. 


M. 


It was taken to an educated druggist, and he of 
course reversed the respective quantities. Supposing 
that prescription to have been written without an 
abbreviation or character, and to have been taken to 
an ignorant druggist, even supposing him to have 
his bottles labelled in English, would that mistake 
have beencorrected? No. I grant that the writing 
of such a prescription is culpable, yet the compound- 
ing of it would be equally so. It does very well for 
a printer to ‘ fullow copy if it goes out of the win- 
dow,” but it will not do for druggists. I agree with 
your Pittsburg correspondent that a physician should 
thank an apothecary who should return a prescrip- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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tion on account of a mistake therein, or its iMegi- 
bility. A man who, instead of thanking. abused the 
apothecary, is unworthy of being a member of a pro. 
fession which claims to be composed of gentlemen, 
Take again the ease which recently occurred jn 
Philadelphia, where morphia was given for quinia, 
The prescription was plainly written, although eon- 
taining, I suppose, the usual abbreviations’ and cha. 
racters. (I may remark, en passant, that Dr. Levick 
was a private pupil of Prof. Wood, yet to my certain 
knowledge he uses the characters in common use, 
and although I have enjoyed the honor of hearing 
the lectures of Prof. Wood, I never heard him say 
one word against those characters, and I am quite 
sure that his able colleagues use them daily.) Sup. 
pose the prescription had been written sulphate of 
quinia instead of quinie sulphatis, would the heed. 
less boy have been any less liable to make a mis. 
take? Most assuredly uot. Who dare assert that 
Dr. Levick was in any way to blame? Yet I bave 
seen long newspaper fulminations, based upon this 
very case, in which the medical profession was 
soundly berated, and, therefore, it is that I asserted 
that Gov. N., unintentionally, no doubt, re-echoed 
the popular sentiment, which always blames the 
Doctor. The other day I had occasion to prescribe 
some powdered alum in emetic does, and a liniment 
composed of Tinct. Saponis Camph. and Ol. Tere- 
binth. I wrote explicit directions for the use of 
each. The prescriptions were compounded by 5 
boy, who wrote not one word of directions, did not 
label the liniment at all, and marked the package of 
alum as follows: *Pulv. Alum.” At another time 
I ordered some tinct. aconiti rad., giving minute 
directions for its external use in a case of supra 
orbital neuralgia. The common tincture of acunite 
was sent, labeled ‘Tincture of Aconite,” with no 
directions whatsoever. Now, I have not a doubtthat 
had a mistake occurred in either of these cases, I 
would have been blamed by the public, and my 
reputation perbaps seriously damaged, but I sup- 
pose ‘** *” would console me by saying that the 
druggist could not affurd to employ a more compe- 
tent person. 

The arguments (?) used by ‘‘ * * ” in favor of Eng- 
lish labels and English written prescriptions, come 
with a bad grace from an educated pbysician, a3 
they are but a repetition of those used by every 
quack, from Samuel Thomson down. 

They have been so many times refuted, and their 
fallacy so often exposed, that I have no need to say. 
a word in reply. If @ physician has not education 
enough to know the offiginal name of the medicine 
he prescribes, he does not de-erve his diploms, (I 
know one college where he could not get it,) and 





' There were no abbroviations used in the prescription Es. 
Map. and Surg. Ker, 
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iad better go over at once to the homeopaths, or 
wme other species of the genus “quack.” Ifa 
jraggist is not familiar with the officinal names, he 
jad better serve another apprenticeship. I am 
«down” on quacks of every grade, whether they 
sre quack doctors, quack druggists, quack preachers, 
orany other sort. 1 might criticise the use of ab- 
previations by ‘* * **? which we know are not offi- 
nal, as “ hyd. proto cblor., or ‘hyd. deuto. chlor.,” 
tut in merc; to yourreaders I forbear. J. T. C. 


Prms anh Miscellany. 


Tribute to Dr. Meigs.—At a meeting of the 
stadents of Jefferson Medical College, held on 
the evening of Feb. 24th, Mr. Fred. F. Tay- 
lor, of New York, was called to the chair, and 
J.T. Shaffner, of N. C., appointed Secretary. 

The chair having stated the object of the 
meeting the following preamble and resolu- 
tions were presented and unanimously adop- 
ted : 
Whereas, we have listened with pleasure to 
the instructive and eloquent series of lectures, 
given this season by the professor of obstetrics, 
wd have felt with much pain that the impaired 
sate of his health from long and incessant 
bors, must ere long dissolve his connection 
vith this institution. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, Vhat it is the wish of this class to 
obtain the portrait of Prof. Ch. D. Meigs, 
tobe deposited in the museum of the Jeffer- 
won Medical College, as a memento of the 
wader and affectionate regard entertained by 
the members for their Professor. And be it 
further 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of 
one from each State here represented, be 
sppointed to wait on Professor Meigs, and 
slicit his consent for this purpose. 

Resolced, That the transactions of this 
meeting with these resolutions be inserted in 
the ensuing number of Tug MeEbIcAL AND 
SuRGicaL REPORTER. 

Jerrerson Mepicat CoLizecr, 
February 25th, 1860. } 
Prov. Coarntes D. Mercs. 

Dear Sin:—We the committee appointed 
under the above: resolution, take great plea- 
sure in performing the duty assigned us, and 
most respectfully and earnestly request you 
vill grant the wish which bas been so unani- 
mously expressed by the Class. We beg leave 
subscribe ourselves your affectionate pupils, 

T. J. Tate, Ata., Chairman, 
M. B. Couiins, Mo., Sec’y. 
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JEFFERSON Mevicat CoLecE, 
February 25th, 1860. } 

GENTLEMEN :—I have received your note 
of this date, and I now beg Jeave to thank 
you for the kind expressious with which you 
have been pleased to make known to me the 
wishes of the Class. 

To be insensible to so distinguishing a fa- 
vor as that with which my Class have thus 
proposed to honor me, would show me to be 
unworthy of their so kind appreciation of my 
endeavors to teach them with earnestness and 
sincerity. Yet I cannot readily find words 
with which fully to express my most grateful 
sense of their goodness. : 

The letter which on their behalf you have 
written to me, shall be carefully preserved as 
wy honorable diploma and warrant, to show 
that I have earnestly endeavored to fulfil the 
high trust conferred on me by the trustees of 
the college. I will ever prize it as one of my 
best records—nor can I become unmindful of 
the bonds in which I now rest, the most affec- 
tionate and most grateful servant of my kind 
auditors and friends, 

Cuas. D. Mrias. 
To Messrs. 

T. J. Tate, Ata, Chairman. 

M. b. Cottns, Mo, Secretary, 

And others of the committee, 


The Annual Commencement of the Penn- 
sylvania College of Dental Surgery was held 
at the Musical Fund Hall, on Wednesday 
evening last, the 29th inst. The spacious 
room was well filled with a highly intellgent 
audience, giving evidence of the growing appre- 
ciation of a profession. which has, within the 
past few years, made such rapid advances as 
to attract the attention of men in all depart- 
ments of science. The valedictory address, 
which was delivered by Prof. Buckingham, 
although short, was to the point, and excited 
frequent applause. ; 

The next annual session of this institution 
will commence on the first of November, 1860, 
and will continue until the first day of March 
ensuing. 


Army Intelligence.—For the following items 
we are indebted to The Century, published in 
New York :— 

Orders have been issued for a Board of 
Medical Officers to assemble in the City of New 
York, on the first of May next, or as soon 





thereafter as practicable, for the examination 
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of Assistant Surgeons for promotion, and of 
such candidates for appointment to the Medi- 
cal Staff of the Army, as may be invited to 
present themselves to the Board. 

Detail for the Board.—Surgeons C. A. Fin- 
ley, C. McDougall and J. M. Cuyler. Assis- 
tant Surgeon J. F. Hammond, Recorder. 

The Army Medical Board, “in view of the 
improvements in the Materia Medica since the 
last revision of the Standard Supply Table for 
Field Service in 1849,” have excluded from 
said table many articles, and lessened the quan- 
tity of many others, so as todiminish the bulk 
and weight of supplies, and to have them 
packed in chests, panniers, &c., so as to be 
accessible at all times. 

They report on ambulances, that they ought 
to be furnished for 40 men per thousand—20 
lying and 20 sitting ; that both two and four- 
wheeled ambulances are needed for hospital 
service, the former being better for those who 
are dangerously sick or wounded. 

The Board recommend for commands of 
fewer than five companies, one two-wheeled 
ambulance to each company; for a battalion 
of five companies, one four-wheeled and five 
two-wheeled ambulanees ; for a regiment, two 
four-wheeled and ten two-wheeled. 

In a state of war with a civilized enemy, 
the Board recommend for-commands of fewer 
than three companies, one two-wheeled trans- 
port for hospital supplies, and to each com- 
pany one two-wheeled ambulance ; for more 
than three and fewer than five companies, two 
transport carts, and to each company one two- 
wheeled ambulance; for a battalion of five 
companies, two carts, five two-wheeled ambu- 
lances, and one four wheeled; and for each 
additional company below ten, one two-wheeled 
cart; for a regiment, two four-whecled ambu- 
lances, and ten two-wheeled, and four trans- 
port carts. 

The Board recommend horse litters for 
posts where the ground does not admit of 
wheeled carriages ; and the hospital attendants 
for a regiment in the field to be for one com- 
pany, one steward, one nurse, one cook; for 
each additional company one nurse, and for 
more than five companies one additional cook. 
They also recommend the adoption of a hospi- 
tal knapsack with suitable divisions for instru- 
ments, dressings, medicines, &c. 

The report of the Board has been adopted, 
and promulgated in General Orders No. 1, un- 
der date of January 19. The tables are given 
in full, and no extra article must be purchased 
except by orders of the Surgeon General. The 





medical officer may reduce quantities, or omit 
articles in his discretion. 

The transfer of the surgical instruments 
issued to each medical officer for his Personal 
use, is positively forbidden. Those instrp. 
ments will be accounted for to the Surgeon 
General on the 31st of December annually, 
The true condition of each must be stated, 
and if any be lost or damaged a report of the 
circumstances must be given. 

The Quartermaster will cause ambulances 
of each pattern to be constructed without un. 
necessary delay. 


On the 24th ult, a petition was presented in 
the New York Legislature, signed by thirty. 
three residents of the City of New York, rep. 
resenting real estate to the amount of over 
$160,000,000—an average of over $3,000,000 
apiece! Among the signatures were those of 
William B. Astor, Alexander T. Stewart, Cor. 
nelius Van Derbilt, Auguste Belmont, James 
Lennox, the late Stephen Whitney, etc., ete. 
The object of the petition was to secure for the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn, an efficient 
Health Department. It is high time that the 
capital of this country was more enlisted in 
favor of the enactment of efficient sanitary 
laws. We are glad to learn that the prospects 
of the Health Bill, in the New York Legisla- 
ture, are excellent. 


Dr, Joseph Jones, Professor of Chemistry 
and Pharmacy in the Medical College of Geo- 
gia, at Augusta, has issued an announcement 
of a course of private instruction in Medical 
Physics, Chemistry and Pharmacy, Toxicolo- 
gy, Microscopy, Experimental Physiology and 
Comparative Anatomy. 

Dr. Jones‘although a very young mau, has 
already distinguished himself by his attain- 
ments in these branches of medical science, 
and we trust that his course will meet with 
support. 


omen 


Go Correspondents. 


ComMUNICATIONS RECEIVED.—Georgia,—Mr. W. A. Miller—Jili- 
nois,—Dr C. D. Henton, Dr. T. D Fitch—Jowa,—Dr. E. J. Foun 
tain—Kentucky,—Dr. Junius 0’Brien—Maryland,—Dr. L. R 
Kirk—Aissouri,—Dr. Cary N. Hawes—New York,—Dr. J. H. 
Griscom, Dr. M. Stepkenson, (2,) Dr. 8. D. Willard, Drs. Lehr 
bach and Van Giessen— New Jersey,—Dr. E. T. Blackwell—Fen® 
sylvania,—Dr. O. D. Palmer, Dr. Chas. T. Waage, Dr. C. C. Field- 
Dr. Jones, Dr. E. Donnelly—Virginia,—Dr. 8. P. H. Miller. 

Office Payments—Drs. A. 0. Stillé, Thos. Craige, 8. Upde 
grove, C. B. Koberts, J. Heritage, W. H. Gominger, B. Gardner, 
W. P. Grier, N. Starkey, (adv.,) D. W. Kolbé, (adv.,) Dr. James 
A. Butts, (of Ga.) : 
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MARRIAGES. 
Rogsrs—EDWARDS.—At the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Willow Grove, Delaware, on the 28th of Feb., Dr. T. C. Rogers, 
{ Willow Grove, and Miss Ray, daughter of the officiating cler- 


oman. 


DEATHS. 

(pru.—On Sunday, January 22d, at the residence of her son, 
Dr.George M. Odell, in Frederickton, New Brunswick, Elizabeth, 
nlict of the late Hon. Wm. F. Odell, and daughter of the late Dr- 
Hlisha Jewel., of Allentown, N. J. 

Borer.—At Pecatonica, Winnebago county, Ill., of typhoid 
fever, Dr. A. W. Butler, aged 40 years. 





BRACE DEPARTMENT, 


CONNECTED WITH 

NEEDLES’ PHARMACEUTICAL STORE, 

12rH AND RACE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA. 

(. H. NEEDLES’ experience in ADJUSTING TRUSSES, 
(qined by attention to same during the past ten years,) autho- 
res the assurance to Medical gentlemen, that such of their 
Patients as require 


MECHANICAL REMEDIES, 


sill receive at his Establishment faithful and judicious atten- 
tion. His Stock of 


TRUSSES 


embraces an extensive variety of true FRENCH, and the most 
epproved AMERICAN, adapted to every form of Hernia in 
adults and children. 


A LADIES DEPARTMENT 


Attended by Ladies, was opened some years ago, in connection 
with above, with flattering results. 75 


SUMMER INSTRUCTION 


FOR STUDENTS OF MEDICINE. 
(HE EIGHTH ANNUAL COURSE OF LECTURES OF THE 
Philapelphia Association for Medical Instruction, will com 
uence on the first Monday in April, 1860, and will continue, with 
usual midsummer recess, until the opening of the winter 
schools. The lectures are so arranged as to permit the student 
‘0 avail himself of the numerous clinical courses delivered in the 
city, both at the Hospitals and elsewhere. 
= Cases are awarded to such of the class as desire 
The following is the schedule of the course : 
Medical Chemistry, by Robert Bridges, M. D. 
uD and Diseases of Women, by William V. Keating, 


Anatomy, by Ellerslie Wallace, M. D. 

Institutes of Medicine, by 8. Weir Mitchell, M. D. 

re and Practice ef Surgery, by Addinell Hewson, M.D. 
nciples and Practice of Medicine, by J. Da Costa,M. D. 

Materia Medica and Therapeutics, by James Darrach, M. D. 

- Anatomy and Operative Surgery, by John H. Brin- 





ton, 
The Department of Practical Obstetrics is under the ch 
of Dr. Keating, assisted by Dr. William D. Hoyt. wha 
te and accommodations during the summer, are, in Phila- 
sente, usually to be obtained on more reasonable terms than 
ring the winter. 
For further information relative to the course, apply to 
mm ELLERSLIE WALLACE, Secretary, 
No. 277 South Fourth street, Philadelphia. 





The most Reliable, Efficacious, and Scicntific 
Remedy for 
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which, from its long established and well-tested reputation for 
purity. freshness, uniformity of character, and superiority of its 
mode of preparation, fromthe most eminent of the medical pro- 
fession throughout the country, the distinguished faculty of the 
oldest and best medical colleges, the University of Pennsylvania, 
and thousands of invalids—claims the patronage and confidence 
of oe who desire the advantages of a superior and genuine 
article. 

As the value of this remedy depends solely on its genuine- 
ness, invalids should be careful to take only that of undoubted 
reputation, as its qualification cannot be ascertained by obser- 
vation. 

For testimonials, see the pamphlets accompanying each bottle, 
and be sure to procure only “J.C. BAKER & CvV.’8 PHILA- 
DELPHIA COD LIVER OIL,” which is to be had of al) apothe- 
caries, and from the proprietors. 

BAKER & CO., 


175 - 154 North Third Street. 


DEMONSTRATIVE 
COURSE OF INSTRUCTION 


PHYSIOLOGY, 
J. J, WOODWARD, M. D. 


Dr. WOODWARD will give a Demonstrative Course of Instruc- 
tion in Physiology, during the Summer of 1860, beginning about 
the first of April. 

The Lectures will be delivered twice weekly, at convenient 
hours, at his room, N. W. corner Ninth and Chestnut streets, and 
will be fully illustrated by 


VIVISECTIONS AND EXPERIMENTS. 


Fee for the Course...... $10 

For Tickets, or further information, apply to 

J. J. WOODWARD, M. D., 
N. E. corner of 10th and. Vine streets. 

Dr. WOODWARD is also prepared to receive a few pupils for 
practical instructionin the APPLICATION OF THE MICRO- 
SCOPE TO MEDICAL PURPOSES. For particulars inquire as 
above. 175 


MEDICAL SADDLE-BAGS. 
ATHAN STARKEY, MANUFACTURER OF MEDICINE 
Chests. MEDICAL SADDLE-BAGS and Medical Pocket 
Cases. No. 116 South Eighth street, below Chestnut, — 
i 74 


phia. 














ADVERTISEMENTS. 
DR. WM. ARMSTRONG’S DEPOT 


, Barks, 
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All the articles mentioned in the Catalogue are reliable. Orders 
from Physicians, Druggists, and others punctually attended to, 
and sent to all parts of the United States, by addressing 

DR. WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, 
722 Market Street, Philada, 


| residence of a gentleman in excellent practice, and is ina Weal: 





FOR SALE OR RENT. 
A VALUABLE COUNTRY RESIDENCE 
In Attleboro’, Bucks co., Pa., with from 5 to 20 Acre 
EXCELLENT LAND. 


HE MANSION HOUSE, of Brick, is large and commovio: 
T has five rooms and office on the first floor, and is cane 
with fine Shade and Fruit Trees, with Barn, and all necessary 


s of 


| Out-Buildings. 


It is a very desirable location for a physician, having been the 
and improving neighborhood. ily 
South-east 110 ond Weaken 
corner an ashi v., Phi! 
M. W. ALLEN, eae 
Attleboro’, Bucks county, Pa. 
4a Inquiry may be made at this office. 13 


JOHN S. WARNER, _ 
SILVER SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 
MANUFACTURER. 


ESSARTES OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF PATTERN, AP. 
proved by Professors Hodge and Meigs. and the late Dr, 
= No. 25 North Sixth street, Philadelphia. 
‘ 








ELECTRO-MACNETIC 
AND 
MAGNETO-ELECTRIC MACHINES, 


AND TELEGRAPH REGISTERS. 
Receiving Magnets, Keys and Zines, 


MANUFACTURED AND FOR SALE BY 
W. C. & JI. NEFF, 
No. 8} SOUTH SEVENTH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


LOUIS V. HELMOLD, 
SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MAKER, 


No. 135 SOUTH TENTH STREET, 
(Opposite the Jefferson Medical College.) 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Manufactures and keeps constantly on hand a general assor+ 
ment of 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS 


Of the finest quality and most approved patterns. 13 


HUSBAND’S 
ISINGLASS ADHESIVE PLASTER. 


7 = PLASTER has been found to be admirably adapted to 
strapping after surgical operations, and as a dressing ' 
either incised or lacerated wounds. It is cleanly, of easy appii- 
cation, adheres firmly without producing inflammation, 40 
being semi-transparent, allows of an examination of the parts 
without their having to be disturbed by its removal, until, in 
many eo cy cure is effected. = Plaster is not affectel 
b and wi exposure to any climate. oa 

‘recht MorrTEr, in his late edition of Professor Liston’s Lew 
tures on Surgery, &c., remarks that; “the Isinglass Plaster, 
referred to by Mr. Liston, is exceedingly well made by Mr. Har 
band, of this city; and for some time past I have almost aban 
doned the use of the old adhesive plaster of the shops, whica 
often, in persons of a delicate skin, or children, produces tro’ 
some roe ay a —_ an 

tania: ntti T. J. HUSBAND, 


dis N. W. Cor. Third and Spruce sts., Philada. 











